Twenty years into the saga of MHC-restriction.
Twenty years ago, the terms 'altered self' and 'H-2 restriction', later modified to 'MHC-restriction', were coined to describe the finding by Peter Doherty and Rolf Zinkernagel that murine cytotoxic T cells (CTL) would lyse virus-infected target cells only if effector and target cells were H-2 compatible. This short review recalls those heady days and briefly recounts some of the later findings in three aspects of particular interest raised by the original finding: the nature of the T cell receptor, the composition and structure of the ligand on the target cell recognized by the TCR and the importance of CTL in the control and clearance of infections in general.